
Why immigrants are more entrepreneurial 
than locals? 

The Silicon Valey  case

Who built  Silicon Valley? More than  70% of new firms were set up by immigrants; most of them from 
China, Taiwan, India. As a matter of fact,  the whole United States were built by immigrants who had 
came from different countries with very little or perhaps they did not own anything except for a single 
brilliant idea, with  no money but with the strong determination to make their own mark. Those who 
were brave enough to risk leaving their homes, their families, or to sell everything and together with 
their families risk dangerous journey cross the ocean must have been of very creative character.  

Who built the state of Israel? Immigrants from all over the world. These people were thinkers, doers, 
innovators; they became entrepreneurs. The truth is, they did not have too many  choices but to 
undertake   their own business activity as soon as have landed on American soil. The obstacles and 
turbulence  they  had  been  confronted  with  created  opportunities  for  success,  achievements  and 
pushed them to discover new ways of doing things. 

There is no wonder why the both countries are leading the ranking of most innovative states in the 
world; with absolute leader – Israel, who spends 4.65% of its GDP on Research and Development and 
USA who spends 2.61%. For comparison the average of European Union R&D spending is 1.84% and 
of Poland is 0.56%.

Todays immigrants are similar to their predecessors and this observation relates  also to those young 
Poles who have decided to emigrate to the Republic of Irland or the United Kingdom, and other 
countries after 2004. They are creating others states wealth and prosperity. What Poland should do 
then? 

Come to the lecture of Jerzy Samborski, the President of the European Union of Small and Medium 
Size Entreprises and of the Middle Class on 11th June at WSP TWP in Lublin and learn.


